MEMOIBS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE

agree to the conditions which we have laid down,
nothing is positively decided yet." On July 10th,
the sovereigns were to meet, and on that same day,
hefore the interview, General Fleury wrote: "I
think the young Emperor of Austria by consenting
to the interview, must also be prepared to accept the
conditions which form the "basis of the future nego-
tiations. This means peace within a very short time.
This is great news. It is the triumph of a policy of
moderation. The Emperor seems delighted, as does
everybody else, also."

General Fleury gives the following largely in-
edited account of the meeting of the two sovereigns;
"The interview took place at Villafranca at nine in
the morning. Napoleon III was the first to arrive j
but instead of waiting at the chosen spot rode on
toward Verona, in order to show courtesy to Francis
Joseph. A half mile further on, he saw the Emper-
or of Austria galloping forward to meet him, and
they were soon face to face. Then the sovereigns
pulled in their horses, saluted in military fashion
and finally shook hands. Napoleon III rode on the
left of Francis Joseph. Accompanied by their mili-
tary staffs, they returned slowly towards Villalranoa.
They alighted at the house of Signer Gaudin-Morelli,
in the principal street of the town, and quickly went
upstairs to the first floor, where they remained quite
alone for some time, engaged in earnest conversa-
tion. We downstairs, were, in the meantime, asking
ourselves the question, whether this meeting meant
peace, or whether it meant a continuation of the war,
which might lead to a general conflagration of
Europe. But it was soon learned that in this ex-
change of views between the sovereign of fifty and
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eck and call of Berlin.
